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Dong Zong’s 60th Anniversary Celebration Dinner
Fundraising for “Dong Zong’s Fund for the Training of
Chinese Independent High School Teachers”
Preamble

The past 60 years or so have been a turbulent
and challenging time for Chinese education in Malaysia.
Nonetheless, the obligations and responsibilities of
“safeguarding Chinese primary schools, building and
developing Chinese independent high schools and
developing Chinese higher education” have always
been a thread underlying the historical progression of
Dong Zong.

After 60 years, Dong Zong will once again create
new milestones and achieve remarkable outcomes.
During the last 60 years, Dong Zong has been leading
Chinese communities and Chinese educators in the
country in collectively overcoming the crisis of the
British colonial government’'s attempt to eliminate
ethnic vernacular schools, defending against national
integrative educational policies and measures proposed
by Malay nationalists, and fighting for the survival and
development of Chinese education. A particularly
significant situation at the moment is the current
government’s firm intention to implement the National
Education Development Blueprint and to realise the
“ultimate goal” of a monolingual education policy. At this
critical crisis point in the survival of Chinese education
in Malaysia, Dong Zong feels obligated to unite the
Chinese communities and progressive organisations
from other races in unequivocally opposing the policies
and measures found in the Educational Development
Blueprint which are unfavourable to the survival and
development of ethnic vernacular education.

Chinese Independent High Schools are the
mainstay of Chinese vernacular education, with the
building and development of Chinese independent high
schools being one of Dong Zong's core tasks. Dong
Zong has always paid special attention to the issue of the
training of Chinese independent high school teachers
and the development of the body of teachers. After all,
as the Chinese saying goes: “education determines

)

the grand success of a nation; teachers determine the
grand success of education”. Teachers are one of the
most important factors in school education, in which the
quality of the teachers will determine the success and
failure of educational reform.

On this basis, the Teacher Education Board of
Malaysian Independent Chinese Secondary School
Working Committee (MICSS) has proposed the “Dong
Zong’s Mid- to Long-term Plan for the Training and
Professional Development of Chinese Independent High
School Teachers and Staff 2015-2024" at the Chinese
Independent High School Principals’ Exchange and
Sharing Seminar in 2013. The 10-year development plan
covers mainly three areas: (1) Pre-job training - to help
ease the shortage of Chinese Independent High School
teachers; (2) On-the-job training - to comprehensively
enhance the skills of Chinese Independent High School
teachers; (3) Principal and staff training and interaction.
It is hoped that through systematic planning, a teacher
training system and mechanism that fulfils the modern
educational development demands of Chinese
Independent High Schools can be established, thus
promoting the professional development of Chinese
Independent High School teachers and increasing the
overall educational quality of Chinese Independent
High Schools.

The dinneris held on the occasion of Dong Zong’s
60th anniversary celebration with the aim of uniting the
communities and raising RM 5 million in funds to initiate
and implement the above plan for the training and
professional development of Chinese Independent High
School teachers. Your kind and generous contributions
will be greatly needed and appreciated in helping us
to secure the meaningful goal of promoting the training
and development of Chinese Independent High School
teachers.
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